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APIARY MEETINGS  -   DOUNHURST 

 
 

Wed 04th August 6:30 pm      &    BBQ 

Fri 06th August 3:00pm and 6:30 pm  - Preliminary Group Only – Please Book 

Wed 11th August 3:00pm and 6:30 pm  - Preliminary Group Only – Please Book 

Sat 14th August Beginners/Intermediate  12:00       Advanced  2:30pm     

Sat 28th August Beginners/Intermediate  12:00       Advanced  2:30pm     

 

Officers and Contact Information: 

President Mr Roger Patterson 01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

 
Chairman Mr Tom Moore 01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

Hon. Treasurer Mr Gordon Allan 01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

Hon. Secretary Mr John Glover 01403 751899 glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 

Membership Mrs Judy Knight 01403 752 169 judyknight@hotmail.co.uk 

Newsletter Mr Chris Peach 01798 872302 wgbkanews@cpeach.com 

Website   www.wgbka.org.uk 

 

mailto:roger-patterson@btconnect.com
mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Nov08/wgbkanews@cpeach.com
http://www.wgbka.org.uk/
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PATTERSON IN PRINT 
 

Now nosema ceranae is a major problem to bees we have several members trained up to either test bees 

or teach others to do it themselves. This we hope to do in the near future, but it can’t be done at the apiary 

easily as we need electricity. If someone has a small silent generator that will power small microscope 

lights then please let Tom, John or myself know. You need a microscope with 400x magnification to see 

the spores and there are often few signs that can be seen with the naked eye. 

 

For some time now we have had our own apiary tests, either basic or advanced. These are 20 simple 

factual questions that everyone should know and are done at a hive inspection. As a guide the basic is for 

those who have kept bees for a full season. We are now hoping to test members at most meetings if we 

have enough Demonstrators and colonies available. The idea is to highlight the areas that you need to 

work on and is not a case of passing or failing. Be prepared to be taken away from the group you are in for 

a short time. 

 

I think the streaming at meetings has worked well and meant the numbers at scheduled meetings has 

been reduced, making it easier on Demonstrators and bees. To date we have had 73 attendees at 

Preliminary meetings and have moved 31 of them into the Beginners group, which has been split into two 

– those who attended in 2009 or earlier, and those who have moved from the Preliminary this year. This 

has allowed the latter group to have a much more intense grounding in the basics and the opportunity to 

handle a colony themselves. The better ones are now being moved into the Beginners group proper, and 

I’m pleased to say the reports from Demonstrators on the ability and attitude of most of them is very 

favourable. I appreciate it may resemble a production line, but if we had the current numbers at 

unstructured meetings we would probably have had chaos. I think it was in 2004 that I attended an apiary 

meeting where there were two of us there! What a change?  

 

There is plenty of helpful information on our website including a learning timetable. This was written to 

help those in their early stages, but perhaps the more experienced should have a look as well, just to 

refresh your memory. 

 

Now we are coming to the end of the active season may I remind you to take precautions against wasps. 

They can rob a colony out in a very short time. Make sure your colonies are strong and the entrances 

closed right up. Robbing from other bees can also be a problem as the nectar flow comes to an end. If you 

leave honey or syrup exposed you can have a huge problem, so when you are extracting don’t leave 

windows or doors open and don’t let bees out of the window. They will only go back home and tell the rest 

of the colony where the sweets are. It will save you a lot of trouble by killing them. If you do have a 

problem then move the source away, deal with it and in it’s place put a small amount of honey, say a 

spoonful, on a flat surface such as a plate. When they have cleared it up they will be satisfied. If you simply 

move the cause away they will be looking for it for some time. 

 

We have recently had a Bee Health Day under the instruction of Regional Bee Inspector Alan Byham, and 

Seasonal Bee Inspector Diane Steele. Feedback suggests attendees learnt a lot. It must have been good 

because several attended who have come to previous events. I was delighted to see so many attending 

who haven’t got bees yet, showing a very responsible attitude. 

 

Extracting, varroa treatment and wintering on the horizon. There’s still plenty left to do yet. 

 

 

 

 
Roger 
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VARROA TREAMENT 
 
  
The time is fast approaching when we need to take measures to reduce Varroa numbers 
before winter.  This is normally done immediately after taking off the summer honey, 
while temperatures are still relatively high. For effective control we hope for 15 degrees 
C or above. 
 
 The old 'strips' containing pyrethroids (Apistan and Bayvarol) are no longer effective as 
the mites have developed resistance. You should not be using those products. 
  
For the last few years we have been using Apiguard, which is based on thymol, in a gel 
base that allows for controlled release over a period of time.  Standard dose for a full 
colony is two sachets, applied two weeks apart, and not totally removed until six weeks 
after the start of treatment.  For most effective mite control it is recommended that 
some air circulation space is provided above the brood chamber, using either a raised 
framing of the crownboard or an empty super as an eke. 
  
This year an additional product, ApilifeVar, has been approved for use in this country. It 
is also based on thymol but has three additional ingredients, Eucalyptus oil, levomenthol 
and camphor.  It comes in the form of strips and the recommendation is to break each 
strip into four pieces and place them on top of the frames at each corner of the hive.  
You do this each seven days, four times.  A pack contains two strips so you need two 
packs per full hive.  For these strips no eke is necessary. 
  
For both products it is likely to increase the effectiveness if mesh floors are sealed 
during the period of treatment. 
 
 We follow up this treatment with an application of oxalic acid in syrup, trickled over the 
bees at the end of December when there is little or no brood. These two treatments 
combined should give good control of varroa mite. Look out for details of when oxalic 
acid will be available, and how to book your supply, in the December newsletter. We 
hope to offer it free of charge to members as we have done for several years. 
  
We have good supplies of Apiguard available from the apiary (and some from Tom at 
Petworth, by arrangement, if you can't get to an apiary meeting).  We also have a limited 
quantity of ApilifeVar for those who want to try it. 
  
Cost of Apiguard is £2.10 per sachet or £20 per full pack of 10, working out at £4 or 
£4.20 per hive. 
Cost of ApilifeVar is £3.40 per pack of 2 strips, making the cost £6.80 per hive. 
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EQUIPMENT FOR SALE AT THE APIARY 
 

 
 

FRAMES  -  (in kit form)     EACH 
  

DN1  for National brood chamber (also fit WBC) ………….…………      60p 
  

SN1  for National supers …………………………………………..……      60p 
  

Frame nails, small bag …………………………………………………     £1.00p 

 
 

FOUNDATION   
 

Unwired National super (For Cut Comb) …………………………………….      40p 
  

Wired National super ……………………………………...…………….      50p 

(Comes in drone cell or worker cell size – please specify which is required) 
  

Wired National brood …………………………………………..……….      80p 

 

We also have some sheets with drone base, to use for drone culling. 
 

 

SPACERS 
 

Narrow – Plastic Ends             10p each 
 

Metal Castellated Spacers in 9,10 and 11-slot (National Hive)   £ 1.80 per pair 

 
 

APIGUARD 
 

Single treatment sachets (two required for treatment of a full colony). £  2.10 
 

10 Sachet Pack        £20.00 

 

PLASTIC SYRINGE 

 

50ml, for application of oxalic acid and other treatments..... £1.25 

 
 

Prices correct as at March 2010. 

 

Where possible please order ahead of apiary meetings so that your order can be put together ready for 

you, minimising disruption and delay on the day.  Order by email or telephone to Tom Moore, 

stone.house@btinternet.com  01798 343470. 

Payment by cash, or cheques made payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green. 

mailto:stone.house@btinternet.com
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WISBOROUGH GREEN HONEY SHOW 
 
 
The Wisborough Green Honey Show is fast approaching……..on Bank Holiday Monday – 30th 
August! 
 
There are classes for all the family – for new beekeepers, old (?) beekeepers and non-
beekeepers, so join the fun…and enter a little something! Honey and mead classes must be 
made with your own honey, but for some classes where you don't HAVE to be a beekeeper to 
take part….bake a cake or fill a jar with your best flowers and keep the children occupied by 
getting them to create / draw / paint anything to do with bees! 
 

 
The show schedule is attached to the newsletter, but is also on the WGBKA website.  Judy 
Knight (01403 752169) and Karen Clemens (01403 751676) are ready to answer any questions 
or worries, and any of the committee, and other members will be able to help you with hints on 
showing – just ask ! 
 
 
If you are entering for the first time, then here are a few hints and tips, which will please the 
Judge, and keep you 'in the running' : 
 
  
Honey for show 
- Jars should match (best if they're new, from the same box), lids should also be new, match 
and all to be spotlessly clean. (Ask someone to swap some jars if you don’t have any!) 
- Inside the lids should be clean of honey smears (I often take a couple of spares to swap at the 
show ground in case of tippage en route.) 
- Don't underfill your jars ! Inside each jar neck is a fill line - make sure the contents reach it, or 
that when the lid is on, you cannot see daylight  between honey and lid. 
- if it is 'clear honey' warm it gently a day or so before the show so that it looks clear and bright. 
The judge will shine a light through to show up any crystallisation starting. 
- Make sure the surface of your clear honey is dust and wax-flake free. You can either overfill 
the jar slightly and skim off any dust particles with a warm teaspoon, or use clingfilm to lay on 
and remove...either works well. 
- Stick class labels 1cm up from the bottom of the jar...each label is 1cm high - so that is your 
guide ! 
- Drain your cut-comb entries of loose honey – the judge will inspect both sides of the comb and 

prefers not to get too sticky! 
 
  
Honey in frames 

- Select your comb on a hive inspection, clean it of excess wax with your hive tool and 
replace in the hive - the bees will clean it and dry it for you by the following day! You will 
need to buy, beg, borrow or steal a special bee-proof exhibition case if you don't have 
one - ask around ! 

 

Get your entries in before the closing date, if you have any questions...just ask someone who 

has done it before......it is HUGE fun ……and you might win a prize!! 
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EVENTS 
 
Proposed future Apiary Meetings 2010 
 
 

 
Sat 

 
Sept 18 
Oct 16 
Nov 06 

 

 
Wed 

 
 
 

 
 
CAR SHARING 
 
Ever thought about car sharing?  A list of members as attached (or has been emailed) and it may be that 
a member lives nearby so that you can share in the experience of Beekeeping. It also saves on the 
number of cars parking at Dounhurst and would ease congestion. 
 
 

TEAS 
 
Tea and biscuits will be available at the end of the main Saturday sessions (at approximately 2.30).  
 
Maggie Turner is organising the rota of volunteers, so if you are willing to help on one occasion please 
contact Maggie (see Members List for contact details). 
 

 
WINTER LECTURES 
 
Does anyone have a particular Lecture or Lecturer that may be of interest to members?  If so please 
drop a line to John Glover and see what subjects we can include.  Remember, if you don’t ask you don’t 
get! 
 
 
 

BEEKEEPERS SUPPER 
 

Our annual Beekeepers Supper will be held this year on 9th October in Pulborough Village Hall. For those 

of you who have never been before, this is an evening where we all get a chance to sit and chat with 

friends and family to all those folk you meet – usually obscured by mesh and smoke!  You pay a small 

amount to cover essentials and drinks…and then bring with you either a salad, pud or cheese and 

biscuits to share. It makes a wonderful end to a hectic summer season – don’t miss it !   
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NOTICES 
 
 
BEE SPACE 
  

From time to time we are approached by a landowner offering space for someone to 
keep bees.  Often we cannot help, but we do occasionally manage to match up a 
beekeeper looking for space with one of these offers. 
  
Most recently we have been offered a site at Itchingfield, near Christ's Hospital and 
Horsham. It is a nice secluded site near a barn conversion, and the owners have had 
someone keep bees there for a short period before, so do know what is involved.  If it 
is of interest please initially contact Tom or Gordon (see top of newsletter for contact 
details) and they will put you in touch with the people who own the site. 
 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE NEWSLETTER 
 

The many articles in the Newsletter are mainly produced by the Committee Members. 
Rememeber this is your Newsletter and you are welcome to add comment, write 
reports on what you see and do in your groups sessions.  So help save our 
Committees tired hands and send in a contribution! 
 
 
 

BEGINNERS DAY 2011 
 

The next Beginners Day is arranged for Sat Feb 19th 2011. If you are new to 
beekeeping this year and didn’t come to the last one then we advise early booking. If 
you know someone who is interested in Beekeeping then please let them know. 
 
 

 


